
Winter Welcome 2025



PCC aims to bring together natural 
scientists working on climate 

science across campus to facilitate 
interaction, ignite interdisciplinary 

research, and strengthen 
interdisciplinary activities.

With its roots in the natural 
sciences, PCC branches out to 

applied and social sciences 
research on campus.



Strategic Priorities

1. Catalyze interdisciplinary natural climate research

2. Educate the next generation of climate scientists

3. Serve as a community resource on climate science 
and solutions

4. Broaden PCC funding resources



PCC Board Members

Director

Becky Alexander (ATMOS)

Executive Board

Kyle Armour (ATMOS/OCEAN)

TJ Fudge (ESS)

Abigail Swann (ATMOS/BIOL)

Governing Board

Chris Anderson (SAFS)
Ann Bostrom (Evans)
Lauren Buckley (BIOL)
Nives Dolšak (SMEA)
Aaron Donohoe (APL)

Kristie Ebi (Global Health)
Andrea Fassbender (NOAA/PMEL)

Alison Gray (OCN)
John Horne (CICOES Director, SAFS)

Greg Johnson (NOAA/PMEL)
Bart Nijssen (CEE)

Sameer Shah (SEFS)
Jason Vogel (CIG)

Rob Wood (ATMOS)
Rebecca Woodgate (APL)

Ex-Officio
James Murray (OCEAN)

Graduate Student 
Representatives

Mariah Rubin (DEOHS)

Tara Kalia (OCEAN)

Andy Liu (ATMOS)

https://atmos.uw.edu/~aswann/LabWebsitePublic/
http://evans.uw.edu/profile/bostrom
https://uwpcc.ocean.washington.edu/person/Lauren_Buckley
https://faculty.washington.edu/nives/
http://www.apl.washington.edu/people/profile.php?last_name=Donohoe&first_name=Aaron
http://www.globalhealth.washington.edu/faculty/kristie-ebi
https://jisao.uw.edu/about/director/
https://www.pmel.noaa.gov/scientist/dr-gregory-c-johnson
https://www.ce.washington.edu/people/faculty/nijssenb
http://faculty.washington.edu/robwood2/wordpress/
https://environment.uw.edu/faculty/rebecca-woodgate/


Agenda

● Welcome new faculty and staff
● Graduate student activities
● Undergraduate cohort activities
● New RFP for Research Accelerator
● PNW Climate Ambassador Program
● Postdocs/Research Scientist quick talks
● Summer Institute

● Socializing in the hall with food and drink



Welcome to New Faculty and Staff on Campus!

Monica Conte
Earth Lab

Community Partnerships Lead

Aditya Khuller
APL

Senior Research Scientist

Hilairy Hartnett
Director of the School of 

Oceanography



Welcome to New Faculty and Staff on Campus!

Marissa Childs
Environmental and 

Occupational Health Sciences
Assistant Professor

Claire Willing
SEFS

Assistant Professor

Francisca Santana
SEFS

Assistant Professor



2025 PCC Graduate Steering Committee (PGraSC)

Mac Baker (EVANS)
Reese Barrett (OCEAN)
Apala Chaturvedi (I-School)
Amelia Dogan (I-School)
Stella Heflin (ATMOS)
Sonia Hitchcock (EVANS)
Daniel Hogan (CEE)
Tara Kalia (OCEAN)
Andy Liu (ATMOS)
Ben Lloyd (ESS)
Cecilia Martindale (DEOHS)
Aesha Mokashi (DEOHS)
Ashley Moore (DEOHS)

Kayla Morton (POL S)
Mark Nepf (EVANS)
Isaac Olson (SMEA)
Joseph Rotondo (ATMOS)
Mariah Rubin (DEOHS)
Natalee Singleton (EVANS)
Clara Stanbury (OCEAN)
Em Stevenson (DEOHS)
Katelin Teigen (DEOHS)
Elaina Thomas (OCEAN)
Celeste Tong (ATMOS)
Hemalatha Velappan (SEFS)



P-GraSC is restructuring in 2024-2025! 

We’re working to create a program 
that is more focused on building 
graduate student community and 
better serves our needs

During this process, ACORN 
applications and outreach 
requests are paused

If you have any questions or input 
on this process, feel free to reach 
out to us! You can email 
pccacorn@uw.edu or anyone on 
P-GraSC 

P-GraSC folks during a brainstorming meeting 
in January 2025

mailto:pccacorn@uw.edu


RSVP here and 
you’ll get a 
reminder email a 
few days before the 
event: 



PCC Fellows

2024 PCC Graubard Graduate Fellowship Awards
Tara Kalia (OCEAN)
Claire Jensen (ESS)

Iana Ferguson (ATMOS)

Thank you to William Calvin and Katherine Graubard for establishing and supporting the 
Graubard Fellowship and Climate Research Acceleration Fund  



UCo - Undergraduate Cohort
2024-2025 Goals: Community Building, RSO collaboration, environmental service, professional development

uwpccuco@uw.edu @uwpccuco

In the last year:

● Grad School Explained Panel
● Climate Jeopardy
● Current Events Discussion 
● Whale Scout - Ecological Restoration
● Internship Search Party 
● Environmental Opportunities for Undergrads 

Upcoming:

● UW Greenhouse Tour
● Spring Ecological Restoration Events
● Faculty and Grad Coffee Chats



New Research Accelerator RFP 

Climate Science Research Acceleration Fund

● Proposals should clearly show how the work will advance 

fundamental and/or applied climate science at the UW.

● Funding requests up to $30K will be considered.

● UW faculty, UW research scientists and UW Postdoctoral 

Researchers from any program are invited to apply.

● Submit by 5pm on June 1, 2025

Full RFP may be found here: 

https://pcc.uw.edu/research/funding-opportunities/

https://pcc.uw.edu/research/funding-opportunities/


PNW Climate Ambassador Program
A collaboration between PCC, the Washington State Climate Office 
(WASCO), and the College of the Environment Communications Team

The PNW Climate Ambassadors program at the University of 
Washington seeks to train graduate students studying climate change, 
its impacts, or potential responses to effectively engage with various 
sectors of the public.

First cohort: 11 graduate students from 6 units (Oceanography, Urban 
Design and Planning, SAFS, Evans School, SEFS, and ESS).



Speed talks by New Postdocs/Research 
Scientists

● Aditya Khuller (APL)

● Camille Henkel (ATMOS/CICOES)

● Haruki Hirasawa (ATMOS)

● Xinyu Li (CICOES/PMEL)

● Matt Luongo (CICOES/PMEL)

● Chan-Pang Ng (ATMOS)

● Man-Yin Tsang  (OCEAN)

● Rin Jin (CICOES)

● Daniel Sandborn 

(OCEAN/CICOES/PMEL)



















Matt Luongo

PhD, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, UCSD

CICOES & School of Oceanography 

Research Interests:
• Large-scale climate 

dynamics
• Coupled 

ocean-atmosphere 
interactions

• Extratropical-tropical 
teleconnections

• Physical oceanography
• Heat transport

Research Techniques: 
Exploring coupled climate phenomena 
through a hierarchy of modeling simulations 
to illuminate underlying dynamics. 

mluongo@uw.edu



As a CICOES Fellow at UW, I’m applying 
these techniques to understand how the 
Southern Ocean impacts the tropics. 

Wills et al. (2022)

SSH Adjustment to SO Cooling

Nearly all climate models are unable to recreate observed 
SST trends in the SO & SE Pacific over the past 40 years.

→ This mismatch has major implications for climate change projections!

Q1. What is the local SO 
response to surface forcing?
Q2. Are there non-local 
impacts of this response? 
Q3. How do modeling choices 
affect 1 & 2? 

I’m excited to 
collaborate with PCC 
& CoEnv colleagues! 
Please reach out!

mluongo@uw.edu



















2025 Summer Institute 

Themes to vote on:

● Paleoclimate constraints on future climate

● Climate extremes and attribution science

● PNW climate change and impacts

September 10-12, 2025 at Friday Harbor Lab on San Juan 

Island.  

Invitation to share potential speaker ideas for these themes, or ideas 
for future SI topics, thru the survey.

The link is also in your 
email and on the PCC 

Winter Welcome webpage


